


Randomised clinical trials are a milestone of evidence-based medicine and
clinical research

During the development of the ECRAN project several initiatives attracted
the attention to randomised clinical trials

Most of the general population still receive inadequate or poor quality
information about the methods of clinical research and misconceptions
about clinical trials are common. As a consequence the participation in
clinical studies is low

Knowledge and awareness are the basic
key words of ECRAN project



The objective of the ECRAN project is to develop a portfolio of open
educational resources to communicate key messages to general population -
but also healthcare professionals, researchers, policymakers and journalists

� The importance of public understanding of need and basic principles of
clinical trials, fostering active involvement of citizens/patients in trials
and of their representatives in trial design

� The need for independent clinical trials [not only on drugs !] driven by

ECRAN: the objective

� The need for independent clinical trials [not only on drugs !] driven by
healthcare and patients needs, to optimise strategies, to support evidence-
based clinical practice and to reduce healthcare inequalities

� The need for transparency and optimal use of data to allow their use in
analysis and meta-analysis, but also to prevent bias in presenting and
analysing results

� The need for multinational cooperation, taking advantage of Europe’s
population size, diversity and medical expertises



ECRAN: the Consortium

While clinical research takes advantage of a multidisciplinary task, also the
ECRAN consortium does ● methodologists directly involved in clinical
trials ● researchers involved in partnership collaboration with lay people ●
representatives of citizens and patients ● experts of science communication

IRCCS Mario Negri Institute ITIT Institut national de la santé et de la recherche médicale FRFR Network of the
Coordinating Centres for Clinical Trials DEDE University Hospital of Cologne DEDE Oxford Univ Hospitals NHS Trust
UKUK Rigshospitalet Copenhagen Univ Hospital Trial Unit RegH DKDK Univ Medical Center Freiburg DEDE Zadig
editorial and publishing company ITIT Cochrane Consumer Network UKUK European AIDS Treatment Group BEBE



All tools and materials developed by ECRAN project shared the following
keywords: Uncertainty, Control-comparison, Randomisation, Outcomes,
Independent clinical research, and Need for multinational clinical trials
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INTERNATIONAL EVENT ON CLINICAL TRIALS
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All the materials produced are under Creative Commons Licence
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Target Target 
youngyoung people people 

ECRAN Maze

ECRAN Lab and Lab and ECRAN Maze are a cross platform games availableMaze are a cross platform games available
in 6 languages for in 6 languages for iPadiPad, Android Tablet and Windows 8, Android Tablet and Windows 8

ECRAN LabLab



� Guide to the critical interpretation of clinical trials
� Valuable multimedia materials
� Valuable papers for further reading
� Valuable sources about medical and statistical terms
� Clinical trial checklists
� Links for professionals
� ECRAN project snapshots
� Newsletter 

Target Target 
journalistsjournalists



ECRAN: the petition



ECRAN: dissemination

TOP 
English

German 
Italian

Spanish
French
Greek

WEBLINKS 782 links from 42 sites

WEBSITE 61020 pages visited, average session duration of 3 minute

Greek
Lithuanian 



ECRAN: dissemination and implementation

� link at ECRAN website, facebook, twitter
� presentation of tools and materials through mailing lists 
� public conferences

� distribution of ECRAN leaflets
� involving Ethics Committees 
� pubblications on journals or magazines 

Easy task

� pubblications on journals or magazines 

� ECRAN materials as part of physician-patients relationship
� involve young people
� sign public petition to European Ministers of Education
� distribute ECRAN film in national or local television
� involve European, National and Regional institutional levels

Hard task
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